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THE SAGE, DURIASA*, WAS ROAMING THE EARTH.. 


ve WHEN HE BEHELD: М THE HANDS OF SO HEADY WAS THE PERFUME OF THOSE 
A FLING Б ng А aso AND OF HEAVENLY | FLOWERS THAT THE SAGE BECAME FRANTIC 
WITH DESIRE FOR THE GARLAND, 


Ne BEAUTIFUL МУМРН! 
BA GIVE ME THAT GARLAND, 
: _ 1 PRAY YOU! 


YOU ARE WELCOME 
TO IT, мч LORD, FOR 
YOU ARE CERTAINLY 


* HE 15 BEL/EVED TO ВЕ A PART REINCARNATION OF SHIVA 
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BY AND BY МЕ SAW INDRA, THE INDRA WAS SEATED ON THE 
LORD OF THE GOPS WHO RULES THE | |\CELESTIAL ELEPHANT AIRAVATA, 
THREE WORLDS, APPROACHING. 


O INDRA! ACCEPT 
THIS GARLAND FROM 
WHICH, EVEN NOW, 
THE BEES ARE 
COLLECTING SWEET 


15 
Ë 


” 0, INDRA, WHAT 
AN ACT OF FOLLY 18 THIS) 
| PRESENTED YOU 
A GARLAND WHICH 15 THE 
PWELLING PLACE OF SHREE, 
THE GODDESS OF FORTUNE. 
ЧЕТ YOU HAVE 
SPURNED IT! 


| AM МОТ COMPASSIONATE 
OF НЕАКТ, NOR DO І FORGIVE 


EASILY. l WILL NOT RELENT. YOU VON 


WHO ARE SO ARROGANT BY 

NATURE — PO YOU EXPECT МЕ 

TO ACCEPT YOUR NEW - FOU 
HUMILITY > 


THE CHURNING OF THE OCEAN 


T / «ou IMAGINE THAT KNOW, THEREFORE , 

| 1 AM JUST ANOTHE! THAT JUST AS YOU HA 
ASCETIC AND HAVE CAST THE GARLAND Ti 
TREATED ME WIT | THE GROUND SO ALSO 

DISRESPECT! А SHALL YOUR POWER 


SINLESS DURVASA, 
THIS ACT WAS DONE 
IN А MOMENT OF 
WEAKNESS. PLEASE 

“ы. FORGIVE МЕ! 


FROM THAT DAY ONWARDS, PLANTS AND 
HERBS BEGAN TO WITHER. INDRA AND шан 
6025 LOST THEIR МО. ç 


| FEEL PRAINED 
OF ALL ENERGY! 
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ІМ THIS SITUATION, /7 WAS THE ASURAS, THE M у so sou 
ENEMIES OF THE DEVAS, WHO BENEFITED. Fi 3 HESITATE! 
THEY TAINTED THE PEVAS. | 


ATE, ч ` WEAKLINGS! 
YOU PROUD AND | Meee! ЦЫ # 2 
ARROGANT DEVAS! l “W 3 


COME, FIGHT 
WITH uS! 


THE DEVAS WERE FORCED TO ACCEPT GREAT NUMBERS OF DEVAS WERE FELLED AND 
THE CHALLENGE, THOUGH THEY WERE) |COULD NOT RISE AGAIN. THE REST, HEADED BY 
UNWILLING. AGN, THE GOD OF FIRE, FLED, 


Я |BRAHMA'S5 COURT WAS ON THE CREST OF THE SHINING 
| | MOUNT MERU. IT WAS FULL OF GRACEFUL TREES; 
"| |FRAGRANT FLOWERS AND COOL STREAMS. BUT THE 
| | DEVAS WERE NOT SOOTHED EVEN BY THE SOFT BREEZE, 


INTERESTS ME 
ИЦ ANY MORE, NOT 
EVEN THE MELODIOUS 
№ SINGING OF THE 
BIRDS! 
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BIRDS, TREES AND EVEN 
1 MYSELF... OWE OUR 
EXISTENCE. LET US SEEK 
VISHNU'S HELP. 


` COME, Ч WHEN BRAHMA HIMSELF] |WWEN THEY ARRIVED IN VAIKUNTHA, THE ABODE 
| WILL TAKE Ñ LEADS US, HOW CAN | |де VISHNU, SO DIZZLED WERE THEY 
YOU TO нм ДД WE FAIL f T 


7777 
ХА Ін MeL 
M УД 
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ХЭЛ. 
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©, ALL-KNOWINS BEING; | 
SINCE NOTHING REMAINS 


й 
^ 7 


& , Ч ба 


HOW CAN WE 
DO THAT? THEY 
TAKE UNFAIR 
ADVANTAGE ОР 
US AT EVERY 


MOMENT; 
MAKE PEACE WITH 


ІТ 16 BETTER ТО МАМЕ 


E YOU HAVE PARTAKEN 
IT, YOU WILL HAVE 


Š THE CHURNING OF THE OCEAN 


THAT IS WHY | SAY 
YOU MUST FIRST МАНЕ 
PEACE WITH THEM. THEN 
YOU MUST ENDEAVOUR 

TO CHURN UP 
THE NECTAR OF 
IMMORTALITY FROM 
THE OCEAN. 


THE ADVANTAGE OF 
THE NECTAR ? 


INVITE THE 
ASURAS TO JOIN 
US IN CHURNING /. 
THE OCEAN, / 


THE DEWAS WENT TO BALI, THE KING О 
THE 2514095. AE WAS RESTING AFTER 
име CONQUERED TWE TAREE WORLDS) 


— NO! PO NOT DRAW YOUR 
? | WEAPONS. IT IS TIME TO MAKE 
E PEACE WITH OUR 
Я y ENEMIES, / 


SPEAK! WHY HAVE You 
COME HERE, AT GREAT RISK TO 
YOURSELVES P HAVE SOU SOME 

PROPOSALS TO MAKEP 


WE HAVE,O WISE AND 
ILLUSTRIOUS KING! 
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LOOK AT THOSE 
WEAKLINGS, BEREFT 
OF ARMOUR AND 


BESIPES THEY 
OBVIOUSLY HAVE 


SOMETHING TO 
2 =” Д SAY TO US,SOME 
W NN) SCHEME FOR OUR 


MUTUAL BENEFIT 


PERHAPS? 


FIRST TELL US— 
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 

OBTAINING THE CELESTIAL 
NECTAR; THE DRINK 
THAT IMPARTS 
IMMORTALITY P 


1 Окан, 
HE'S ASKING —— 
US IF WE WOULD 
LIKE TO HAVE 
THE МЕСТАК! 


HERE 15 OUR PLAN 
WILL YOU HELP 
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OF COURSE, WE HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN INTERESTED 
BUT EVERYONE KNOWS /T 
IS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE 

TO OBTAIN IT, 


HMMM А GOOD | 
PLAN. VERY 
INTERESTING! 


AND THE 85400095 MALE A CONTRACT 
OF FRIENP SHIP, LET US 


TART MAKING OUR 
PREPARATIONS. 


WE ARE READY, BUT THE OCEAN 
IS LIKE A MIGHTY CHURNING POT. 
WHAT SHALL WE CHURN 
IT WITHP 


LORD VIGHNU 
TOLD US TOUPROOT | 

А MOUNT MANDARA FOR / 
N THIS PURPOSE, “ 


+ AND THEY CAST ALL 
MEDICINAL HERBS NTO IT, 


ONLY A MOUNTAIN WOULD 
DO AS A CHURNING 
Rop! 


ANP UPROOT 
MOUNT -MANDARA 
AND USE IT AS 

A CHURNING 

ROD, 
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THE MAJESTIC MANT MANDARA 
ADORNED WITH CLOUD = TOPPED 
PEARS EXTENDED ELEVEN 
THOUSANP YOJANAS ABOVE THE 
GROLIND ANP WAS AS DEEPLY 
EMBEDDED IN THE EARTH. 


INPRA ANP THE CEVIS ALONG WITH BALI 
ФАР THE ASURAS UPROOTEP MOUNT 


ОНПАМ EXHAUSTED! 
1 CANNOT 60 АМЧ Z 
FARTHER. 


k; BEGAN TO CARRY IT TOWARDS THE 
OCEAN, ALTHOUSH THEY WERE VERY STRONG: 
THEY PANTED AND GASPED UNDER (75 WEIGHT. 


IT’S so Ж Бэл ` 1 n 
ге MAR 
( ФҮГІ EMBARK ON THIS 


атаг chitra Кана 


М THE END, UNABLE TO HOLD OUT ANY | THE CRIES OF THE 250928 
LONGER, THEY PROPPED THE MOUNTAIN | AND DEVAS INTERMINGLED, 
AND A LARGE NUMBER OF PEVAS AND 

ASURAS WERE CRUSHED UNDER /7. 


WE ARE NOWHERE 
NEAR COMPLETION OF 


OUR TASK! 


BUT LORD VISHNU, WHO SAW ALL THIS, 
ARRIVED ON AUS VEHICLE; : 
он, РАШ.ОМА! он, AGNI ! HOW 
YOU ARE WELL GLAD | AM TO SEE YOU 
AGAIN f 
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v AND PLACED IT ON TWE | |VISANU MIMSELF THEN 

BACH OF GARUDA, MOUNTED GARUDA AND 
PROCEEDED TOWARDS 
THE OCEAN OF MILA, 


THEN LORD VISHNU EFFORTLESSLY 
RAISED THE MONTAN WITH ONE 
HAND vou j 


ON REACHING THERE, GARUDA 
GENTLY PLACED THE MOUNTAIN ses AND THEN FLEW AWAY, 
IN THE OCEAN» LORD VISHNU REMAINED BEHIND. 


SO VASUA/ WENT WITH THEM AND ALLOWED 


THEN THE DEVAS AND ASURAS WENT TO 
THEM TO BIND HIM ROUND MOUNT MANDARA. 


VASUA/, THE MING OF THE SNAKES. 
о,мабикі, COME SW 
{ COME AND АСТ А 


HELP US TO CHURN 
А CHURNING 
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INDRA AND TWE DEWIS THEN PROCEEDED 
TOWARDS THE HEAP OF VASUAT. 


THEN LET'S 
BEGIN THE 
CHURNING! 


INDRA WAS JUST GOING ТО GRASP VASUKIS 
HEAP TO BEGIN THE CHURNING WHEN— 


STOP! WHY 
SHOULD чои 
HOLD THE 


JUST AS YOU LIKE; 
FRIENDS. WE SHALL 
NOT QUARREL ON 

SUCH A SMALL 


WHEN BOTH THE GROUPS HAD TAKEN THEIR 
PLACES, THE ASURAS AT THE HEAD AND THE 


THE CHURNING OF THE OCEAN 


BUT ALAS! THERE WAS NO SUPPORT UNDER MOUNT MANDARA 
AND BECAUSE OF /TS IMMENSE WEIGHT, /T GRADUALLY 
SLIPPED DOWN TO THE BOTTOM ОС THE OCEAN. 


THE MOUNTAIN THE MOUNTAIN 


WON'T TURN ! 5 SLIPPING FROM NO! IT 16 
OUR GRASP! SLIPPING DOWN 
DEEPER AND 


ONCE AGAIN VISHNU CAME TO THEIR 
A/D, ASSUMING THE FORM OF 

A GIGANTIC TORTOISE, ALMOST Li 
A HUGE ISLAND, VISHNU Р/МЕР TO 
THE BOTTOM OF THE OCEAN... 


THROUGH THE GRACE OF LORD WISNU, THE 
DEVAS AND THE ASURAS AND VASUS/ FELT 

А RENEWED STRENGTH WITHIN THEM AND THEY 
CHURNED FASTER AND FASTER. 


THEN FIRE AND SMOHE (ISSUED FROM 
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THESE FIERY PUFFS OF SMOKE ENGULFED THE 
ASURAS WHO WERE NEAR THE HOODS OF THE 


THE THOUSAND MOUTHS OF VASUM;. 


KE. E 
= ia - ШҮ, CAN'T X THESE FUMES ARE 
| Б | BREATHE! Д SUFFOCATING 
| Дел дбай THN ust 


Ч N | 
5265: 


AJ A 


THE DEVAS TOO WERE AFFECTEIL 
BY THE FUMES; BUT 


LOOK! ALL OUR GREAT 
LEADERS PAULOMA, KALEYA, 
ILVALA SO PALE AND FAINT?! 
THEY LOOK LIKE SHRIVELLED 

SHRUBS BURNT DOWN 
BY A FOREST FIRE! 


STILL THE DEVAS AND ASURAS CONTINUED 
THEIR TASH AND AS THEY CHURNED; 


THEN THERE AROSE A FEARFUL POISON, IT 
SPREAD LIKE A THICK PALL OVER THE EARTH. 


WHALES WERE CHURNED UP 700. 


THE CHURNING OF THE OCEAN 


THIS 15 THE IT WILL SOON 7/5 TIME THEY SENT UP 
TERRIBLE POISON; COVER THE WORLD| |9 Сеў TO L082 SHIVA — 
HALAHALA! AND KILL ALL ITS 
CREATURES! 


LORD 
SHIVA WE ARE 
PYING! PLEASE 

HELP USf 


THE FOISON МАРЕ HIS THROAT BLUE AND BECAME 
AN. ORNAMENT OF SHIVA. FROM THAT TIME ON HE 
HE HAS BEEN SNOWN AS MLAMANTHA, 


WE SALUTE YOU; 
0 NILAKANTHA; FOR 
RESPONDING TO OUR 
РКАЧЕК! 


THE DEVAS AND ASURAS RESUMED THEIR CHURNING. BEFORE LONG THERE 
AROSE FROM THE OCEAN SURABHI, THE DIVINE COW, UCHCHHAISHRAVA, THE 
HORSE WHITE AS THE MOON AND BIRAVATA, THE WHITE ELEPHANT WITH 
FOUR TUSKS: THEY WERE FOLLOWED BY 4 BEVY OF BEAUTIFUL APSARAS, 
LATER EMERGED THE CELESTIAL PARIJATA TREE AND VARUN! THE 
GODDESS OF WINE, ROLLING HER INTOXICATING EYES, 
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THEN SHREE AROSE FROM THE OCEAN, 
GRACEFUL AND EFFULSENT, | 


GANGA AND OTHER HOLY RIVERS BROUGHT 
WATER IN GOLDEN JARS FOR HER ABLUTIONS. 


HER BEAUTY WAS SUCH AS 70 STIR 
THE MINDS OF THE DEVIS AND ASURAS. 
ALL OF THEM WERE ANXIOUS TO BE 
OF SERWCE 70 HER. 

> 


WOSANTA, THE GOD 
ос SPRING, BROUGHT 
FRUITS AND FLOWERS, 
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THE CLOUDS RAINED MUSIC FROM 
8 VARIETY OF INSTRUMENTS. 


IN THE END, SHE CHOSE SHE PLACED THE BEAUTIFUL 
LORD VISHNU, WHO /5 VAIJAYANT! GARLAND ROUND 
PERFECT IN EVERY WAY, HIS NECK. 
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AT LAST! 
Y THE DIVINE 
— | FORTH, MOLDING THE WESSEL ELIXIR! 
= | (AF CELESTIAL NECTAR, 


liN 


ç 
MAN 


у 
a 


ў 


A 


vi 

| 

ў A 
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|TWE ASURAS GAVE A GREAT ROAR... 


IS LOST. O, LORD 
VISHNU, SAVE 
THE PRECIOUS 
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MEANWHILE, THE SURIS HAP BEGUN 


УЗЫМ AT ONCE ASSUMED 

THE BEWITCHING FORM QUARRELLING AMONG THEMSELVES 
OF МОМ, THE OVER THE JAR OF NECTAR, 
ENCHANTRESS. 


INTOXICATED WITH HER BEAUTY, THE WHY DON’T WE ASK 
954645 BEGAN TO FOLLOW HER. HER TO DISTRIBUTE 
THE NECTAR TO 
US? 


НОВО n n nn nee 
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/ PLEASE, 
LADY, WHY DO 


YOU IGNORE US; 
YOUR HUMBLE > 


г WOULD 
LOVE TO RECEIVE 
MY SHARE FROM 
HER, 


ALL 
RIGHT, THEN, 
LET’S TALK 
ТО НЕК! 


APORING 
SLAVES? 


1076 


kif 


А Са | 


MOHN DECIDED TO TEASE THEM A LITTLE, 


О ASURAS, WHY 

DO YOU FOLLOW MEP 
| AM ONLY A-WOMAN, AND 
YOU KNOW WOMEN ARE 
NOT STEADY IN 
FRIENDSHIP! 


ЗАР! BUT 
WE TRUST «оц, 
BEAUTIFUL 


amar си” га Ка на 
50 PLEASE ALL RIGHT, BUT YOU 
TAKE THIS DRINK MUST PROMISE TO ABIDE 
AND DISTRIBUTE < BY MY DECISION, EVEN IF 
IT EQUALLY YOU PONT LIKE IT. L- 


NOTHING 
YOU DO WILL 
DISPLEASE 


[US 2 
Enn A 


MEANWHILE THE DEVAS AND ASURAS 
жар ARRANGED THEMSELVES INTO 
THO ROWS, QUIETLY WATING FOR 
HER TO BEGIN, - : 


E = 


IVING THEM 
THIS DRINK 
WOULD BE LIKE 
GIVING MILK TO 
POISONOUS 
SNAKES. NO,NO, 
THEY SHALL 
NOT HAVE IT! 


Р 


WHILE SMILING BEWITCAHINGLY AT THE 
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BUT ONE OF THE 950095 WHOSE SO РАК ASSUMED THE FORM OF DEVA 
NAME WAS ©4407, BECAME SUSPICIOUS. |AND QUIETLY CROSSEP OVER. 


SHE HAS NO 
INTENTION OF 
GIVING US THE 

NECTAR! 


> Ч V ? Г: , А 
THE NECTAR HAD BARELY REACHED Aus 
THROAT, INSTANTLY VISHNU HURLED HIS 


CHABRA AT HIM TO CUT OFF THE 
WELL-APORNED HEAP OF THE ASURA. 


FORTUNATELY, SURYA, THE SUN, AND 
5044, THE MOON, WERE WATCHFUL. 


NO, NO, | KNOW 
HIM! HE 15 THE 
ASURA, КАНИ! 


ASURA FELL POWN,/T CAUSED THE EARTH 
70 QUAKE AND THE MOUNTAINS TO RUMBLE. 


70 THIS DAY THERE /S A DEADLY 
FEUD BETWEEN THE HEAP OF 
RAHU AND THE SUN AND THE 
MOON ANP МЕ SWALLOWS THEM 
UP AT REGULAR INTERVALS, 
CAUSING ECLIPSES. 


25 
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AT LAST, THE TRUTH DAWNED ON THE ASURABJ 
RN P 
5 \ £ o. THAT'S NO ENCHANTRESS! 
м) N == 


THAT'S VISHNU! 


WE'VE 
BEEN 
TRICKED! 


AMID GREAT TUMULT AND EXCITEMENT 
MANY MORE OF THE GOPS QUICKLY 
PARTOO OF THE NECTAR WHICH THEY 
SO GREATLY DESIRED ANP THEY BECAME 


ASURAS HAD BEEN | THEN, ON THE SHORES OF THE OCEAN, 
LVES WITH VARIOUS| | BEGAN THE GREAT BATTLE BETWEEN 
— |THE DEVAS AND THE „7504295. 


Do 
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SHARP POINTED JAVELINS AND LANCES THE ASURAS PIED IN LARGE NUMBERS 
WERE HURLED AT THE ASUKAS. THEIR HEAPS ADORNED WITH BRIGHT 


GOLD FELL ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE. 


AND CRIES OF PAN INTERMINGLED. 


AS SOON 45 HE THOUGHT OF 77, 
HIS OWN INCOMPARABLE DISCUS: 
THE SHINING SUDARSHANA 
CHAK RA, CAME THROUGH THE 
SHY. 


атаг сАйга Кана 


ИөәЯА AIMED THE SUDHAR SHANA A7 | AT OTHER TIMES,IT BLAZED 
THE 850085. /T FLEW EVERYWHERE | же FIRE AND BURNED 
PESTROYING THOUSANDS OF ASURAS, EVERI TUNG AROUND IT. 


г ВАР HURLED HUGE MOUNTAINS 
AT THE DEVAS. 
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AGAIN THE DIVINE VISHNU CAME TO THE ||THE ASURAS WERE DEFEATED. THEY COLD 
AID OF THE DEVAS. SHOOTING GADEN- || “өм? BACH NO MORE, SHRIEKING LOUPLY, 
HEAPED ARROWS AT THE FALLING SOME OF THEM == THE BOWELS OF 
MOUNTAINS , HE REDUCED THEM TO DUST.| |THE EARTH, WARILE vo i 


THE VICTORIOUS DEVAS PUT MOUNT MANDARA 
BACH IN 775 OLD PLACE AND ГІ OBE/SANCE ТО! 


THE IDEA OF CREATING THE AMAR СНИКА КАТНА COMICS ORIGINATED 
IN THE MIND OF THE EDITOR, ANANT PAI. 


THE MAKING 
OF AMAR 
CHITRA KATHA 


Script: 
Margie Sastry 


Illustrations: 
C. D. Rane 


ALL NEW IDEAS ARE 

DISCUSSED WITH 

THE AMAR CHITRA ^ 

KATHA EDITORIAL : n ў 3 USE ? VALMIKI OR 
Š W TULSIDAS? 


š Ё қы ҰЙ АЧ | 
THE DISCUSSION RAISES MANY QUERIES ... 


WHEN THE SOURCE OF THE STORY 
16 DECIDED, A SCRIPTWRITER IS 
ASSIGNED THE TASK. 


THIS 15 THE SOURCE AND 
THESE ARE THE EDITORIAL 
GUIDELINES. 


WOW! THE 
PROCESS I$ MORE 
METICULOUS THAN 
| IMAGINED | 


THE SYNOPSIS OF EACH TITLE MUST 
BE APPROVED BEFORE THE COMIC IS 
CREATED, COMPLETE WITH 
COMMENTARY PANELS AND 
DIALOGUES. 


BIRBAL'S 


THIS PROCESS 15 FOLLOWED FOR ALL| | A STRINGENT EDITORIAL POLICY IS 
TITLES. FROM HISTORY AND MYTHO- ESSENTIAL TO ESTABLISH QUALITY 
LOGY, TO LEGEND AND BIOGRAPHY. CONTROL. 


THE DIALOGUES AND THOUGHTS ОР 
EACH CHARACTER REFLECT THEIR 
PERSONALITY, AGE AND STATUS. 


THE ARTIST RECEIVES THE SCRIPT WITH SEVERAL BOOKS 
AND PICTURES FOR REFERENCE IN ORDER TO CREATE 
AUTHENTIC ARTWORKS. 


THE STORY (6 SCRIPTED IN 30-32 PAGES, EACH WITH 
5-6 PANELS, THE DIALOGUES SHOULD REFLECT THE 
ERA IN WHICH THE STORY IS SET AND ALSO CARRY 


THE STORY FORWARD. 


— r ; a | 
NOW THE SCRIPT-WRITER MUST ADD DETAILED VISUAL 
NOTES FOR THE ARTIST FOR EACH PANEL. 


THE PENCILLED ARTWORKS ARE |- 
THOROUGHLY SCRUTINISED FOR 
CONTINUITY AND AUTHENTICITY. 
THE AKCHITECTURE, DRAPERY 
AND COSTUMES MUST 
CORRESPOND TO THE PERIOD 

IN WHICH THE STORY 15 

BASED. THE ILLUSTRATIONS 

ALSO EXPRESS EMOTIONS. 


THE LETTERING ARTISTS PUT WORDS IN THE MOUTHS 
AND THOUGHTS IN THE HEADS OF THE CHARACTERS. 


THE PAGES COME ALIVE AS THE COLOURING ARTISTS 
ADD VIBRANT SHADES TO THE ARTWORKS. 


MEANWHILE, THE SCRIPT 15 SENT 
TO LANGUAGE EXPERTS AND 
SOMETIMES TO SUBJECT 
EXPERTS TOO. 


CORRECTIONS ARE CARRIED OUT 
IN THE ARTWORKS AND THE 
SCRIPT WHEREVER NECESSARY. 


THE COMPLETED ARTWORKS ARE CHECKED BY THE 
EDITORIAL TEAM AND MUST FINALLY PASS THE CRUCIAL 
TEST OF THE EDITOR'S TABLE. 
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The story of how the devas discovered divine nectar and gained immortality is a popular legend that is 
dramatic as well as enthralling. 


It was an ocean of milk that was churned by the devas апа asuras to yield the celestial nectar, using the 
great mountain Mandara as the churning rod. The serpent Vasuki volunteered to be the cord. Lord Vishnu 
assumed the form of a tortoise and served as a pivot for Mandara to be whirled around on. 


It took the benevolence of all the great deities to execute this complex task. Vishnu sent down cooling 
showers to abate the fiery smoke from Vasuki's mouth and Shiva consumed the fearful poison that arose 
from the waters. The legendary Airavata, Surabhi and Uchchhaishrava arose from the churning waters, as did 
many beautiful apsaras and goddesses. 


This popular tale is found, with minor variations, in the Puranas as well as in the two epics. Our version of 


this great story is derived mainly from the Bhagawat Purana and the Mahabharata. 
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